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ACTIVE LISTENING
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INDIA

Place your hands together before
your chest, elbows pushed outward
and lean slightly forward towards the
other.

UNITED STATES

Hug the other while lightly patting
them on the back.

BELGIUM

Give the other three kisses, moving
from one cheek to the other

ARABIC

Make a movement with your right
hand, first touching the heart (left
to the chest), then the forehead, and
finally directing the hand upwards.
You can say “As-salamu alaikum?”
(pSdle oMl ), meaning “peace be upon
you”.

MALAYSIA

Stretch out your hands and bring your
fingertips against those of the other
person. Then bring your hands towards
your heart (left to the chest). This means
“I welcome you from the bottom of my
heart”. In Malaysian culture, men only
do this gesture towards other men, and
women towards women.

2.5.1 GREETINGS GAME

POLYNESIA

Kiss on the cheek and rub the back of
the people you greet.

MAORI (NEW ZEALAND)

The Hongi: place your hands on the
shoulders of the other person. Pressing
your noses and foreheads together.
Afterwards, shake each other’s hands.

INVUIT

Inuit Kiss: Take the head of the other
person with both hands. Push your
nose to their cheek. The more tightly
you hold the other, the more warmth
and affection is shown.

MALAWI

Shake the other person’s hand with
your right hand and lightly grasp your
right forearm with your left hand.

MOZAMBIQUE

Shake the hand of the other person,
place your left hand on the upper
arm of the other person.

GREETINGS GAME
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SOUTH AFRICA

Shake the other persons hand, make
eye contact and smile.

TIBET

Stick out your tongue. This shows sin-
cerity and respect.

JAPAN

Lean slightly forward and say
“Konnichiwa”.( CAIlCBE ).

KENYA

Smack the palm of the other person
like you would with an ‘High Five’ and
grab their fingers, close your hands
into a fist.

2.5.1 GREETINGS GAME

THAILAND

Place your hands together in prayer po-
sition on your chest and bow slightly. The
higher your hands are placed on your
chest, the more you show respect to-
wards the other, but do not place your
hands above your head, because it would
be interpreted as an insult.

SOUTHERN EUROPE

With both hands, take the right hand
of the other person. Shake your hands
for a long time. Then, touch the fore-
arm or elbow of the other person with
your left hand. Still holding their hand
with your right hand.

TURKIYE

Shake both hands of the other person and
kiss them on both cheeks.

GERMANY

Give the other a short and firm hand-
shake with your right hand.

GREETINGS GAME



