GROUP PROJECT PROPOSAL HO CHI MINH
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	Description
	Can Gio Mangrove Biosphere Reserve is located in the South East of Ho Chi Minh City. The total area of the site is 75,740 ha including 4,721ha core area, 41,139ha buffer zone and 29,880 ha transition zone. Can Gio Mangrove Biosphere Reserve has one of the best protected forests in Viet Nam and internationally. The site also has great potential for research and ecotourism. Volunteers are expected to join the different activities at the park, to take care of new trees, plant trees, etc. Furthermore, volunteers will visit the local community; organize a workshop to raise awareness of the people about the importance of environment protection. Foreign volunteers are expected to provide the local volunteers information about their own country, culture and people.
	

	Objectives of the project
	· In different ways, volunteers gradually help to raise awareness of the local people about the importance of environment reservation

· Explore Vietnamese culture by living locally at the project site

· Exchange about culture with the local people and local volunteers at the camp
· Create friendly, open and creative relationships among volunteers, students and local partners
	

	Location
	Can Gio Biosphere Reserve, Can Gio district, Ho Chi Minh city
	

	Food
	Volunteers will be split into teams and help the cook at the canteen of the park to cook meals. Local ingredients will be found at the local markets, special food from your country such as butter, cheese, nutella cannot be found here or at expensive prices. A Vietnamese volunteer will be in each team to help foreign volunteers.
	If you want special ingredients, it’s better that you bring from home, we could not find in the project site.

	Accommodation
	Volunteers will stay at the guest house of the park with very simple accommodations and basic standard. Volunteers will share the room, sleeping on the floor with mattresses. Sleeping bags, sleeping mats, mosquito nets, pillows are needed. There is a toilet at Western standard in each room. 
	

	Study part
	Cultural evenings would be a wonderful idea to start to know about each other’s culture. Volunteers can cook something from their own country to share with the local people or students. Workshops about different topics could be held during the camp. 
	

	Leisure activities and cultural visits
	Taking a boat ride on the big Dong Nai and Long Tau Rivers or on the smaller Vam Sac, Dong Thanh and Soai Rap Rivers, which run through Can Gio, visitors will not think that they are visiting a district on the outskirts of Ho Chi Minh City. They seem to be in the watery areas of Ca Mau and Kien Giang, the southernmost area in Vietnam with vast mangrove and cajeput forests. The roots of the mangrove trees on the sides of the river twist with one another then spread out and root deep into the earth. It is these roots that make Can Gio a protective forest safeguarding millions of city dwellers, and an ideal ecological tourist site as well. From the town of Can Gio, volunteers could take a boat trip to Vung Tau beach either (
	

	Duration
	This is a flexible duration. SJ Vietnam and partners can discuss and find the best time for both sides.
	

	Participation fee
	It depends on the duration (Including airport pick-up, meals, materials for project, one-day excursion to a natural/historical site)
	

	The program will include:

· Orientation (Introduction about hosting partners, about work, about projects, welcoming party, etc.)

· Work: Take care of new trees; plant trees in the forest; visit local community; organize workshop about environment protection
· Trip to a cultural/natural site

· Farewell party

(Evenings could be spent for the leisure activities, games, cultural exchange, workshops, reflection, evaluation and preparations for next days)


